Turf: Selection, Establishment, and Maintenance
Chapter 13

Study Questions

1. __________________ are among the oldest species used by human beings to fashion the outdoors into residential and recreational areas that suit their needs.

2. Today, full-service lawn care corporations are leading ___________ makers among landscape professionals.

3. What is the main reason for the ongoing interest in turfgrass and improved turf care?

4. _____________________ is the term used to describe turf associated with private homes, estates, and apartment and condominium complexes.

5. _____________________ is the term used to describe turf associated with corporate landscapes, shopping centers, and office buildings.

6. _____________________ is the term used to describe turf associated with civic buildings, community centers, highway dividers, and airports.

7. _____________________ is the term used to describe turf associated with parks, golf courses, country clubs, stadiums, and athletic fields.

8. The correct selection of turfgrass for a landscape requires knowledge of all the  following factors: 
9. Turgrasses are _______________________, meaning they have only one seed leaf in the embryo, whose growing point is at the crown near the soil.

10. One of the objectives of good turfgrass management is to encourage _______________ as quickly and as ________________ as possible.

11. Grasses have differing growth habits, resulting from three different ways they produce new shoots.  List the three ways and give a brief description of each.

12.  ____________________ and __________________ grasses tend to reproduce more quickly and evenly than bunch-type grasses.

13.  Leaf _________________ is mostly a measure of the width of the leaf blade.  The wider the blade the coarser the texture.
14.  What type texture of grasses are regarded as more attractive?

15.  _______________ refers to the number of aerial leaf shoots that a single plant or species will produce.

16.  Seed size varies ________________ among grass species.  Fine-textured grasses have small seeds; coarse-textured grasses usually have much smaller.

17.  Grasses are often grouped into two categories based on the temperatures at which they grow best.  List and define the two.

18.  By law, the __________________________ must appear on every package of seed sold.

19.  Define the following;

Purity-

Percent germination-

Crop seed-

Weeds-

Noxious weeds-

Inert Material-

20.  Grass seed is commonly is formulated as either a mixture or a blend.  A _________________combines two or more cultivars of a single species.  A _________________ combines two or more different species of grass.
21.  What are the four factors to consider when deciding which one of the four methods to use when installing the turf?

22.  List the four methods used to install a turfgrass planting.

23.  ________________ is the most common and least expensive method of establishing a lawn.

24.  A ____________________ is a spraying device that applies seed, water, fertilizer, and mulch simultaneously.

25.  ___________ is established turf which is moved from one location to another.

26.  __________________ is the most common method of installing lawns in the southern sections of the United States.

27.  A __________ is a piece of grass shoot.
28.  ____________________ is a form of sprigging.  The sprigs are broadcast over the site, covered slightly with soil, then rolled or disked.

29.  List the six steps which should be followed to ensure a beginning lawn every chance of success.

30.  _________________ can alter level land so that it slopes slightly.

31.  Proper ________________ permits the water to move slowly into the soil to the turf’s root system where it can be absorbed, yet pass beyond the root zone before it collects and does harm to the plants.
32.  __________________ is critical to the survival of the lawn, no matter what the species.
33.  Most turfgrasses grow best in a _______ or _______ loam soil with a pH that is neutral to slightly _________.   

34.  Be familiar with the proper procedure for seeding.

35.  Be familiar with the proper procedure for sod.

36.  Be familiar with the proper procedure for plugging.

37.  Be familiar with the proper procedure for sprigging.

38.  The soil and developing grasses should not be allowed to __________ until the new grass is about two inches tall.
39.  What is the first objective of mowing a lawn for the first time?

40.  List the two types of spreaders and describe them each briefly.
41.  _______________ days are not suitable for calibration.

42.  ______________ is warranted where bare spots are at least one foot in diameter.

43.  ______________ of the lawn is the addition of air to the soil.

44.  Explain how aeration can be performed 

45.  __________________________ is a technique that can break up the soil plugs left by an aerator or even remove excess thatch if necessary.

46.  Lawns should be fertilized just ___________ they need the nutrients for their best growth.

47.  When should cool-season grasses be fertilized? 
48.  When should warm-season grasses be fertilized?

49.  To obtain the fullest benefit from fertilizer, it should be applied in an amount the turfgrass can use fully before it reaches the __________________.

50.  ___________________ are among the first plants to suffer from lack of water since they are shallow rooted as compared to trees and shrubs.

51.  When is the best time of the day to water lawns?

52.  Explain why that is the best time to water.

53.  Describe the three types of mowers and explain how each works.

54.  Not to be confused with patching, _________________ is the planting of new seed into an established turf area to extend its time of use.

55.  _________________ is an important characteristic of turf herbicides so that the desirable grasses are not damaged by the control effort.

56.  _____________ are  only one of the pests that affect turf installations.

57. With turf, as with any crop, the best defense against most pests is the _____________________________________________________________________.

